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Equal opportunities, human development and private universitiesr
'nOR social aud cco-
H nomic progress
I Bangladesh nceds to
educatc is population to
creale human resource.
Human rcsource plays a lcy
role ii national develop-
ment. Equal opportunity for
cducation, irrespective of
the individuals' economic
or vrcial status, can ensure
best utilisation of the
nation's talcnt.

Thcre is no justification
for denying thc insolvent
but mcritorious students the

.opponunity to higher srud-
ics. A nation thst docs it
ooly dcprivcs it of thc scrv-
icc of thc meritorious. Merit
is nol dependent on eco-
nomic status or station in'lifc of an individual. The
standard of education necds
improvcmcnt at primary,
srcondary, as well as higher

lcvcls. The public as wcll as
(he privale universities have
to do rnore to create oppor-
(unilies for the iDsolvent but
meritorious studenls.
Stipends, liee studentship
or lower tuition fees lbr the
less solvcnt but meritorious
would bcnefit the na(ion
rnore than the individuals
who would get it.

Per capiu incorne is no
yardstick for j urJ gin g a

nation's level of develop
ment. It depentls more on
equitable distribution of
resources and availability
of equal opportunities in a
particular country or soci-
ety. As education plays a

kcy rolc in the develop-
rnent of a country, its edu-

cational institutions from
the primary to the univer-
sity lcvel have the resport-
sibility to produce lrurnan
resources. The systern
rnust provide cqual oppor-
tunities lo students across
thc country irrespec(ivc of
tlrcir econonric stand ing.
The meritorious but insol-
vent studcnts deserve
extra support. A nation
would on ly deprive itself
of the servicc of thc mcri-
torious by kceping t hern
out.

Tlre meritorious studenB
frorn the solvent farnilies,
who do no( qualify to get
admission into public uni-
versities, has an alternative
in privatc rrniversities,

Thc private universities
do reducc the pressure on
government exchequer as
well as on the public urti-
versities. The government
should speld a part of its
revenue earrrings for thc
advarlcerrrenl of students
from lcss solvent fami-
lies. lt would, at least,
partially cnsurc distribu-
tive justice.

Though the private uni-
versities arc run with the
tuition fees, thcy allow up
to 25 per ient of the stu-
dents to study free of tuition
fees or at lower f€es. It b€n-
efirs the less solvcnt. The
private universities also
providc stilrnds to less-sol-
vent students. On this head.

each privatc univcfsily
spends, on an svcragc,
between Taka tco to t\vcntv
million a year. Thc opi6rtt;
nities should be cxpandcd.
to providc thc opponunitics I

of higher education to morc l

of thcm.
Thc privatc univcrsitics,

already providieS, maftct
oriented modern cdtradoo
frec from pplitics and sas-
sion jarns, ea4 givc thc
nauon m(trc-

Bottl thc'pbd"{ilEivei
un ivcrsiti6(.ri.!d4 .ctt !Q
grearcr: i .oppqLoitirt r,rof,
tuirhrfr,ccsffirfi,pq{lF
stipcnds for dr ruiu{Os
but lcss solvcnt l(amcrsr. .,

No country can achieve progress by neglecting human
resource development, writes M. Azizur Rahman
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